WHAT ABOUT PRAYER?
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The Problem:
We must not oversimplify unan-
swered Prayer to simply a matter
of God’s Will or our not haveing
enough Faith.

Ephesians 3.10—His intent was that
now, through the church, the mani-
fold wisdom of God should be made
known to the rulers and authorities in
the heavenly realms.

Exodus 8.19—The magicians said to
Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God.”

Daniel 10.1-18-In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a message was revealed
to Daniel, who was named Belteshazzar; and the message was true and one of
great conflict, but he understood the message and had an understanding of

the vision. In those days, I, Daniel, had been mourning for three entire weeks.
[ did not eat any tasty food, nor did meat or wine enter my mouth, nor did I
use any ointment at all until the entire three weeks were completed. On the
twenty-fourth day of the first month, while I was by the bank of the great river,
that is, the Tigris, I lifted my eyes and looked, and behold, there was a certain
man dressed in linen, whose waist was girded with a belt of pure gold of Uphaz.
.. .He said to me, “O Daniel, man of high esteem, understand the words that I
am about to tell you and stand upright, for I have now been sent to you.” And
when he had spoken this word to me, I stood up trembling. Then he said to
me, “ Do not be afraid, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart on
understanding this and on humbling yourself before your God, your words were
heard, and I have come in response to your words. But the prince of the king-
dom of Persia was withstanding me for twenty-one days; then behold, Michael,
one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I had been left there with the
kings of Persia. Now I have come to give you an understanding of what will
happen to your people in the latter days, for the vision pertains to the days yet
future.” . . . Then he said, “Do you understand why I came to you? But I shall
now return to fight against the prince of Persia; so [ am going forth, and behold,
the prince of Greece is about to come. However, [ will tell you what is inscribed
in the writing of truth. Yet there is no one who stands firmly with me against
these forces except Michael your prince.

Ephesians 6.12—For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the
spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.

Colossians 2:13-15—He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the charge of our
legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it
away, nailing it to the cross. And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he
made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.

Luke 11.14-22Jesus was driving out a demon that was mute. When the demon
left, the man who had been mute spoke, and the crowd was amazed. But some
of them said, “By Beelzebul, the prince of demons, he is driving out demons.”
... Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: “Any kingdom divided against
itself will be ruined, and a house divided against itself will fall. If Satan is divided
against himself, how can his kingdom stand? I say this because you claim that

[ drive out demons by Beelzebul. . . . But if [ drive out demons by the finger

of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. When a strong man,
fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are safe. But when someone

“God Is Love”—1 John 4:8

*All texts quoted from the New American Standard Bible unless otherwise noted.



Acts 10.38 You know of Jesus of
Nazareth, how God anointed Him
with the Holy Spirit and with power,
and how He went about doing good
and healing all who were oppressed by
the devil, for God was with Him.

John 16.25-27—Though I have been
speaking figuratively, a time is coming
when I will no longer use this kind of
language but will tell you plainly about
my Father. In that day you will ask in
my name. [ am not saying that [ will
ask the Father on your behalf. No, the
Father himself loves you . . .

John 14.9-10—Anyone who has seen

me has seen the Father . .. Don’t you
believe that I am in the Father, and
that the Father is in me? The words I
say to you I do not speak on my own
authority. Rather, it is the Father, liv-
ing in me, who is doing his work.

Luke 4.5-6— The devil led him up to

a high place and showed him in an
instant all the kingdoms of the world.
And he said to him, “I will give you

all their authority and splendor; it has
been given to me, and I can give it to
anyone I want to. If you worship me, it
will all be yours.”
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stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes away the armor in which the man
trusted and divides up his plunder. (Matthew 13:28—An Enemy has done this)

Matthew 6:7-8—And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for
they think they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them,
for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.

Luke 18.1-8-Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they
should always pray and not give up. He said: “In a certain town there was a judge
who neither feared God nor cared what people thought.And there was a widow
in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against
my adversary.” For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even
though I don’t fear God or care what people think, yet because this widow keeps
bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually come
and attack me!”’And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. And
will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and
night? Will the unjust judge keep putting them off? I tell you, God will see that
they get justice, and quickly.

Matthew 6.9-10—This, then, is how you should pray: “Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven.

Mark 8.22,25—They came to Bethsaida, and some people brought a blind man
and begged Jesus to touch him. He took the blind man by the hand and led him
outside the village. When he had spit on the man’s eyes and put his hands on
him, Jesus asked, “Do you see anything?” He looked up and said, “I see people;
they look like trees walking around.” Once more Jesus put his hands on the
man’s eyes. Then his eyes were opened, his sight was restored, and he saw every-
thing clearly.

Mark 9.28, 29—After Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately,
“Why couldn’t we drive it out?” He replied, “This kind can come out only by
prayer. ”

1John 5.19—We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is

under the control of the evil one.
Why Didn’t Versus Why Couldn’t

James 5.16 REB—Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one
another, that you may be healed. A good man’s prayer is very powerful and effec-
tive.

Job 40 &41—Behemoth & Leviathon

Isaiah 27.1-In that day the LORD will punish Leviathan the fleeing serpent,
With His fierce and great and mighty sword, Even Leviathan the twisted serpent;
And He will kill the dragon who lives in the sea. (cf. Revelation 12:9,10)
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